POLITICAL PARTIES – CHAPTER 8


Professor Obasohan: Professor Gaffaney, what is a political party?

Professor Gaffaney: A political party is an organized group of people who share common values, and want to win elections in order to run the government. 

Professor Obasohan: And, how many political parties do we have in this country? 

Professor Gaffaney: We have too many to count. The Constitution doesn't require anything with regard to political parties, so anyone can start one. But, the way it's worked out is we've had two main political parties throughout history. And today, those are the Democrats and the Republicans. So, if students hear the term "two party system," that's where that comes from.

Professor Obasohan: Is a third major political party necessary or likely in this country? 

Professor Gaffaney: We do have some third parties that influence elections. For example, the Green Party tends to bring environmental issues to the debate, whereas the Libertarian Party tends to bring issues of more limited government. But, I don't think a major third party is likely to ever win an election, and here's why: the Democrats tend to include the progressives in society, and whatever moderates they can get, whereas the Republicans include the conservatives in society, and whatever moderates they can get. So since the third parties are more on the opposite ends of the spectrum, their less likely to win those moderate votes, and therefore win elections. 

Professor Obasohan: What have been some of the reasons for the decline of the two party system, the Democrats and the Republicans, in terms of membership? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor Gaffaney: Yes, both parties have seen declines in membership over the past couple decades, and I think it's because people no longer see a real benefit to joining a political party. I can give you a few examples. For one thing, people tend to get their information from new media sources, or places other than a political party. Two, they feel really dissatisfied with their government. Congress is at an all-time low in popularity, both Democrats and Republicans. Third, people tend to like to vote for the person, as a candidate, and less for a person just because of what political party they represent. So, by declining to state maybe somebody wants to vote for a Republican governor, and a Democratic senator, and they want the freedom to be able to do that.

Professor Obasohan: And how do our students learn more about this institution called political parties? 

Professor Gaffaney: As students continue to read about political parties in their textbook, I'd like them to think about the future. Do political parties retain a really valuable place in our political system? Or, eventually will they sort of fade away, and give rise to a new system? 

Professor Obasohan: Thank you.



