MASS MEDIA - CHAPTER 7


Professor Obasohan: Professor Gaffaney, what is the mass media?

Professor Gaffaney: "Mass media" is a term that refers to sources that give information to people, like newspapers, television, magazines, and now the internet. 

Professor Obasohan: And what is this "new media?" 

Professor Gaffaney: New media are more interactive sources that are computer generated, where people can participate in sharing and receiving information, like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and things like that.

Professor Obasohan: How do the media promote democracy?

Professor Gaffaney: Well, we have a free press guaranteed by the First Amendment of the Constitution. And, to really have a free press, we need journalists to go out and get us the facts, to hold politicians accountable for the promises they make, to let us know whether politicians are telling the truth, so we couldn't learn that information without different media sources. 

Professor Obasohan: How do the media influence the outcome of elections?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor Gaffaney: They can. We first saw this, I think, with the advent of television. Richard Nixon debated John F. Kennedy in 1960 on TV, and some people still listened to the debate on the radio, and thought Richard Nixon won the debate with the points he made. But viewers who saw the debate on television saw Richard Nixon as a sort of scowling, unpleasant man. And so the viewers on television thought that John F. Kennedy won the debate. So political scientists think television affected that election. And, we see new media today affecting campaigns, in that you can't run for office without a website, a team of developers, and a new media strategy to reach donors. I mean we expect personal emails in our inbox from politicians now. 

Professor Obasohan: How can our students learn more about this? 

Professor Gaffaney: Students should continue to read about media and how they affect democracy in their textbook. And, I'd like them to reflect on where they get their news from. Do they get their political information from Facebook or Twitter? Do they watch the news on TV, or do they read an old-fashioned newspaper? 

Professor Obasohan: Thank you.
