Chapter 4 Civil Liberties


Professor Obasohan: Gialisa Gaffaney, let's talk about civil liberties. What are they? 

Professor Gaffaney: Civil liberties are individual freedoms guaranteed by the constitution of the United States.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor Obasohan: Give us some examples please. 

Professor Gaffaney: Sure, most of them can be found in the Bill of Rights. For example, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom to keep and bear arms, freedom to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures by the government, and so on. 

Professor Obasohan: Should one assume that these freedoms are absolute? 

Professor Gaffaney: No. They are not absolute. While everyone has the right to freedom of speech, for example, they don't have the right to express their ideas in any manner they want. For example, burning a flag has been held to be constitutional in Texas v. Johnson, because that is a way of expressing a point of view, and idea that goes against what the United States might be doing. However, if you object to something the government is doing, you can't storm into the White House, or you can't, in a protest, turn over police cars and set things on fire, because even though you're expressing the same sort of idea, you then infringe upon other people's rights. 

Professor Obasohan: How do you explain, for example, the Patriot Act? Does it violate these civil liberties? 

Professor Gaffaney: Well, portions of the Patriot Act remain highly controversial. I'll give you one example. The Patriot Act provides for "sneak and peak" warrants. Where, in a normal search warrant situation, a policeman would knock on a person's door; give them notice of specifically what was being searched for. And, in "sneak and peak" warrants, investigators can come into a person's house, when they're not home, look around at all their stuff, for weeks, without giving the person notice they were there, until weeks after the search happened. So, that may violate the Fourth Amendment. 

Professor Obasohan: How can students learn more about this? 

Professor Gaffaney: As students continue to read their textbook about civil liberties, they should think about if they're comfortable giving up their freedoms and privacy rights for increased sense of security. 

Professor Obasohan: Thank you.
